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UNIVERSALIST    CHURCH. 


Ryder  Divinity  School 


HE  Divinity  School  of  Lombard  College  was 
opened  for  the  admission  of  students  on  the 
5th  of  September,  1881.  The  first  class  was 
graduated  in  1885. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  in  1890,  it  was  voted  to  name 
the  theological  department  of  the  college  the 
Ryder  Divinity  School,  in  honor  of  the  late 
William  Henry  Ryder,  D.  D.,  whose  munificent  bequests 
to  the  college  exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

The  Work  Ryder  has  done* 


Ryder  Divinity  School  begins  in  September,  1909,  its 
twenty-eighth  year  of  continuous  service  for  the  Univer- 
salist  Church.  Its  students  and  graduates  are  at  work  in 
many  of  our  parishes  from  Massachusetts  and  Maine  to 
Washington  and  California,  from  Minnesota  to  Florida. 
Many  of  our  students  who  are  not  preachers  are  excellent 
workers  in  our  churches. 

Since  the  resignation  of  Dr.  White,  Ryder  has  had  no 
dean.  We  now  take  much  pleasure  in  announcing  that 
the  Trustees  in  June,  1909,  elected  Rev.  Edson  Reifsnider 
to  that  office  and  that  he  accepts  and  will  begin  his  work 
the  coming  September. 
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The  Work  Ryder  wants  to  do* 


Ryder  wants  young  men  who  believe  in  the  future  of 
the  Christian  Church  and  especially  of  the  Universalist 
branch  of  that  church.  The  time  has  passed  when  we 
need  men  to  attack  other  denominations,  which  would  be 
to-day  like  regiments  attacking  other  regiments  in  the  same 
army,  At  present  there  is  no  apparent  demand  for  the 
statement  of  the  fine  points  of  theology  which  separate 
one  sect  from  another.  But  there  is  a  mighty  need  of  true 
theology,  up  to  date  in  its  thinking,  reverent  and  strong  in 
its  grasp  of  the  past,  and  growing  and  adjustable  to  the 
insight  and  vision  of  to-day.  There  is  a  mighty  need  of 
the  philosophy  of  life  and  death  and  the  future  as  our  own 
church  formulates  it.  We  want  young  men  full  of  this 
message,  who  can  learn  to  speak  it  in  a  live   way. 

The  world  wants  the  live,  magnetic  speaker.  The  world 
will  always  want  this  speaker  and  will  always  pay  for  his 
services.  No  press  nor  other  device  will  ever  supersede 
the  living  speaker,  if  he  be  a  living  speaker.  A  man  may 
be  a  good  man,  but  no  good  as  a  preacher. 

We  are  looking  for  the  good  man,  who  is  good  at  speak- 
ing as  well  as  at  acting  and  living. 

Entrance  Requirements  at  Ryder, 


Its  entrance  requirement  is  character  and  consecration- 
On  these  foundations  we  will  try  and  build  all  the  intel- 
lectual preparation  possible.  If  the  student  is  not  pre- 
pared to  enter  college,  all  our  preparatory  work  is  open 
to  him.  It  is  earnestly  desired  that  all  candidates  work 
for  the  Bachelor's    degree  in  Art,    Science,    or   Divinity. 
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Candidates  for  these  degrees  have  to  be  held  to  certain 
work  outlined  in  our  catalogue  in  which  credits  must  be 
made.  If,  for  any  good  reason,  the  degree  is  impossible, 
then  the  student  may  undertake  such  work  as  he  is  best 
fitted  for;  and  a  diploma  will  be  given. 

Courses  of  Study  at  Ryder* 


For  a  full  statement  of  these  courses,  send  for  the  cata- 
logue. The  main  lines  of  study  taught  in  the  best  schools 
can  be  pursued  here.  Opportunities  for  Sunday  school 
work,  preaching,  social  service,  and  for  conducting  and 
taking  part  in  religious  meetings,  as  well  as  many  other 
forms  of  field  service  for  the  student  will  be  offered.  The 
departments  of  elocution,  oratory,  and  public  speaking, 
and  of  sight  singing  and  the  conduct  of  musical  service 
will  be  unusually  strong  this  coming  year. 

Pecuniary  Aid* 


Students  who  are  candidates  for  the  ministry  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  church  may,  upon  complying  with  the  prescribed 
conditions  and  receiving  the  recommendation  of  the  fac- 
ulty, obtain  assistance  from  the  Universalist  General  Con- 
vention in  the  form  of  a  gratuity  to  an  amount  not  exceed- 
ing $125  a  year  for  four  years,  or  $100  a  year  for  five  years. 
Applications  will  be  granted  by  the  Convention  only  when 
entirely  satisfactory.  The  first  installment  of  this  gift  will 
not  be  issued  to  entering  students  until  January;  the  sec- 
ond will  be  issued  in  May.  Students  should  therefore 
come  with  resources  of  their  own  sufficient  to  pay  their 
expenses  for  at  least  one  term. 
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Those  who  have  not  a  definite  purpose  of  entering  the 
Universalist  ministry  are  not  eligible  to  the  Convention 
gift. 

Membership  in  some  Universalist  church  is  also  re- 
quired as  a  condition  of  the  gift. 

The  use  of  tobacco  or  other  narcotic  or  stimulants  is  an 
absolute  bar  to  the  grant  of  the  Convention  aid. 

The  Convention  aid  may  be  withheld  at  any  time  should 
the  work  or  behavior  of  the  candidate  prove  unsatisfac- 
tory. 

After  having  had  two  terms  in  Homiletics,  students  who 
show  due  proficiency  are  permitted  to  secure  appoint- 
ments to  preach  and  thus  add  to  their  pecuniary  resources. 

Religious  Culture  and  Work* 


The  Divinity  students  will  maintain  a  weekly  prayer 
meeting  which  all  candidates  for  the  ministry  are  required 
to  attend.  It  is  most  earnestly  advised  that  all  Divinity 
students  make  every  effort  to  fill  this  weekly  meeting  with 
a  fine  devotional  atmosphere,  keeping  alive  all  the  ideals 
that  belong  to  the  great  work  of  the  ministry  of  Christ. 

Galesburg  has  also  a  strong  Universalist  church  and 
Sunday  school.  It  is  assumed  and  required  that  all  Di- 
vinity students,  unless  absent  en  preaching  appointments, 
will  be  regular  attendants  and  earnest  workers  in  this 
church  during  their  residence  here.  Besides  the  personal 
religious  culture  thus  afforded,  the  best  sort  of  opportunity 
is  furnished  for  actual  field  study  of  the  conduct  of  pub- 
lic worship  and  preaching,  church  administration,  Sunday 
school  methods,  administration  of  church  rites,  and  local 
city  church  work. 
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The  reception  of  candidates  into  full  connection  with 
the  school,  and  the  question  of  Ccnvention  aid,  will  be 
largely  determined  by  the  attitude  of  the  student  toward 
all  these  things.  It  is  not  expected  that  any  man  or  wo- 
man will  think  of  entering  the  Christian  ministry  unless  a 
keen  and  living  interest  is  felt  in  all  these  institutions. 

Correspondence  is  invited. 

Introductory  Word  from  Dean  Reifsnider* 


In  sending  forth  this,  my  initial  word  as  Dean,  my  thought 
is  upon  the  need  of  our  Church  for  recruits  to  its  ministry. 
The  invitation  which  that  need  extends  is  not  one  thought- 
lessly to  be  disregarded.  Let  me  make  that  statement 
emphatic  by  quoting  an  editorial  writer  in  Unity  who  re- 
cently said: 

"It  must  be  that  the  tide  away  from  the  ministry  will  turn,  and 
that  the  high  and  honorable  ambition  to  be  the  interpreter  of  the 
things  of  the  soul  will  yet  win  the  homage  of  our  elect  youth.  No 
young  man  need  falter  at  the  steps  of  the  pulpit,  consecrated  as  it  is 
by  much  genius  and  power.  Not  since  the  Christian  era  began  has 
there  been  such  an  opportunity  as  there  is  to-day  for  strong,  broad, 
virile  ministers,  whose  hearts  God  has  touched.  Between  a  petrified 
conservatism  on  the  one  side,  and  an  erratic  radicalism  on  the  other, 
there  is  room  for  a  pulpit,  wise  with  the  wisdom  of  the  seer,  free  as 
the  air,  and  in  many  keys  and  tones  eloquent  for  God  and  the  higher 
human  life.  *  *  *  Now,  as  of  old,  sin  stains,  sorrow  wounds,  and 
death  smites  with  its  tender  and  terrible  stroke.  Hence  the  under- 
tone of  wistful  pathos  in  this  laughing  and  logical  age.  All  feel  the 
need  of  a  faith  that  makes  men  faithful,  gentle,  and  hopeful.  Here 
is  the  opportunity  of  the  pulpit.  It  is  in  this  behalf  that  we  may 
appeal  to  young  men,  pointing  them  to  the  task  which  calls  for  all 
that  a  man  has  of  delicacy,  of  insight,  of  character  and  power.  To 
touch  men  with  your  soul,  to  deepen  their  faith  in  the  things  of  the 
spirit,  to  turn  them  from  a  semblance  of  life  to  homage  for  truth  and 
beauty — this  is  a  service  worthy  of  all  your  powers. 
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11  '  While  swings  the  sea,  while  mists  the  mountains  shroud, 
While  thunder's  surges  burst  on  clefts  of  cloud, 
Still  at  the  prophet's  feet  the  nations  sit.'  " 

Ryder  Divinity  School  exists  for  the  purpose  of  making 
it  possible  for  young  men  and  women  to  enter  with  proper 
equipment  this  field  of  labor  that  calls  for  the  finest  pow- 
ers of  Christian  character.  Conscious  of  the  demands 
made  upon  the  modern  minister  it  seeks  to  fit  the  candi- 
date for  that  high  office  so  that  he  can  command  the  situ- 
ation. Its  task  is  to  inform  enthusiasm  with  knowledge, 
and  to  reinforce  consecration  by  the  training  that  shall 
render  it  effective.  The  opportunity  it  affords  is  open  to 
all  who  are  earnestly  and  seriously  desirous  of  entering 
the  Christian  ministry,  and  for  such  it  has  a  cordial  wel- 
come. 

Edson  Reifsnider,  Dean, 

Galesburg,  111. 
Ryder  Divinity  School,  June,  1909. 


For    Catalogue  or  information  address   the  Dean  or 
President. 

Lewis  B.  Fisher,  President, 

Galesburg,  111. 
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